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Plant Seeds of Caution around Power Lines
As farmers make plans to return to their fields for spring planting, Safe Electricity urges farm workers to be particularly alert
to the dangers of working near overhead power lines. Operating large equipment near these lines is one of the often overlooked, yet potentially deadly, hazards of working on a farm.

Start by making sure everyone knows to maintain a minimum
10-foot clearance from power lines. “The minimum 10 foot
distance is a 360-degree rule—below, to the side, and above
lines,” says Molly Hall, executive director of the Energy Education Council’s Safe Electricity program. “It can be difficult to
estimate distance, and sometimes a power line is closer than it
looks. A spotter or someone with a broader view can help.”

ropes, and hay will conduct electricity depending on dampness,
dust, and dirt contamination.
When guy wires (a grounded wire used to stabilize utility poles)
are broken, these normally neutral wires can be anything but
harmless. If you hit a guy wire and break it, call the utility to fix
it. Do not do it yourself. When dealing with electrical poles and
wires, always call the electric utility.
“If your equipment does come into contact with power lines, stay
in the cab and call for help,” explains Hall. “If the power line is
energized and you step outside, your body becomes the path to
the ground. Even if a line has landed on the ground, there is still
potential for the area to be energized. Warn others who may be
nearby to stay away and wait until the electric utility arrives.”
“If leaving the cab is necessary, as in the case of fire, the proper
action is to jump—not step—with both feet together, hitting
the ground at the same time,” Hall advises. “Do not allow any
part of your body to touch the equipment and the ground at
the same time. Hop to safety, keeping both feet together as you
leave the area.” Once you get away from the equipment, never
attempt to get back on or even touch the equipment before the
power has been shut off.
Managers should make sure full-time and seasonal workers are
educated on these safety precautions, and danger areas need
to be thoroughly identified and labeled. Designate preplanned
routes that avoid hazard areas.

Be aware of increased height when loading and
transporting tractors on trailer beds. Many tractors are now equipped with radios and communications systems that have very tall antennas
extending from the cab that could make contact with power lines. Avoid raising the arms of
planters or cultivators or raising truck beds near
power lines, and never attempt to raise or move
a power line to clear a path.
Simply coming too close to a power line while
working is dangerous as electricity can arc or
“jump” to conducting material or objects, such
as a ladder, pole, or truck. Remember, non-metallic materials such as lumber, tree limbs, tires,

Farmers may want to consider moving
or burying power lines around buildings
or busy pathways. If planning a new out
building or farm structure, contact your
power supplier for information on minimum safe clearances from overhead and
underground power lines. Call the local
utility company to measure line height—
no one should attempt this on their own
without professional assistance.
For more electrical safety information,
visit SafeElectricity.org.

You are a member, not a customer
That’s the co-op difference!
By Adam Schwartz of The Cooperative Way
Many businesses use the word “member” to describe their customers. Places like
Sam’s Club or Costco and even American Express like to refer to their customers as
members. You pay a fee to buy their goods and services, but that is really all you get
for the “membership.” No right to vote for the Board of Directors or to participate
in any meaningful way in the organization.
In cooperatives like South Central Electric, membership really does mean something more than just the right to buy electricity. Co-ops of all types are founded on
seven cooperative principles that give us guidance and strategic direction. Membership also gives you rights as an owner of this co-op.
Brett Fairbairn is the director of the Center for the Study of Co-operatives at the
University of Saskatchewan in Canada. He makes the case that member relations
is not just part of what co-ops should be doing, but in fact is the fundamental core
business of the cooperative.
He further lays out the three strategic concepts that any co-op must get right in
order to survive and thrive:

Economic linkage

South Central Electric is connected to you. There is a business relationship that
serves you (the member) and the co-op. Since co-ops are solely owned by people in
the community, they have a mutual interest to ensure that both the co-op and the
member do well and prosper.

Transparency

As an owner of the co-op, you have a right to know how it operates
and how decisions are made that directly impact you. If the co-op
is transparent and combines this trait with integrity and fairness, it
will build trust with the members.

South Central
Electric to join Rural
Electric Economic
Development, Inc.
Economic development and maintaining strong communities is vital for the
continued success of our rural community. South Central Electric has been a
strong advocate for the area we serve.
Over the years South Central has aided
in the development of area businesses
and supported our first responders
through USDA economic development programs. To continue aiding in
the growth of our communities South
Central has agreed to join Rural Electric
Economic Development, Inc. (REED
Fund). REED is a nonprofit corporation
governed by member electric cooperatives. REED provides financing in a
58-county region in South Dakota and
western Minnesota. Investing to build
a stronger region, REED partners with
numerous financial institutions, regional
loan funds and government programs
to develop financing packages that
help create and expand businesses and
employment opportunities, sustain and
expand health care and education as
well as develop and support community
facilities, services and infrastructure.

Cognition

In this case, cognition is best defined as how your co-op thinks. It
includes the current and historical identity, the mission and the
sense of shared values with co-op members. Research, education
and training are critical functions that South Central Electric
must conduct on an ongoing basis to ensure that we always have
the best information to make decisions.
The cooperative business model is the best one on earth, but
like any enterprise, it is up to the human beings who work at
the co-op, who serve on the board and the members like you
to ensure that the principles and values do not
fade over time.
First and foremost, South
Central Electric strives to be
thought of as a member-owned
cooperative that gives you the
best value of any utility. If
we succeed, our community
thrives and you will always
value being a member – not a
customer.
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on Facebook!

South Central Electric

2 0 1 8 R E BAT E P RO G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be made in the name or account of the member.
The program will end when funds are exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications will
be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office. Rebate applications can be requested by calling the
St. James office or available on line at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details, MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.
Electric Clothes Dryer......................................................$25 Credit applied to the energy bill
Dehumidifier....................................................................$15 Credit applied to the energy bill
Purchase new Refrigerator and recycle old refrigerator......$75 Credit applied to the energy bill
Purchase new Freezer and recycle old freezer.....................$75 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $400.00
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $400.00
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400.00/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30.00
Managed Electric Heat................... $20.00/kw
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.

Commercial and Industrial Rebates:
Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on
retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings
of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for
information on these rebates.

Ground Source Heat Pump
tax credits are back!

Consumers who installed a geothermal (also called ground source) heat
pump system after Jan. 1, 2017, can now qualify for a full 30 percent tax
credit after Congress passed and the president signed a compromise federal
spending bill Friday, Feb. 9, which included a provision that extends the
tax credit and phases it out after 2021. The
tax credit extension is retroactive to Jan. 1,
TA X C R E D I T
2017, so consumers will need to discuss the
RESTORED
recent development with their tax preparer.
The geothermal heat pump tax credit extension was one of several tax
credits for renewable energy, carbon-capture, nuclear energy and other
technologies that were left out of legislation passed previously that extended
similar tax credits for wind and solar energy.
The phase out schedule of the geothermal tax credit is similar to the schedule for wind and solar technologies. If the unit is installed between Jan. 1,
2017 and Dec. 31, 2019, the tax credit is 30 percent of the cost of the unit.
Between Jan. 1, 2020 and Dec. 31, 2020, the credit drops to 26 percent,
and between Jan. 1, 2021 and Dec. 31, 2021, it is 22 percent. Without
another extension, the tax credit would sunset after 2021.
Geothermal heating and cooling systems take advantage of the stable temperature underground using a piping system, commonly called a loop. Water
circulates in the loop to exchange heat between your home, the ground source
heat pump, and the earth, providing geothermal heating and cooling. It’s one
of the most energy efficient and cost-effective systems available.
Consumers should check with their local electric cooperative to discuss how
the tax credits and other possible local incentives can help them in deciding
whether a geothermal system is right for them.

SCEA Water
Heater Program
SCEA’s peak shave water
heater program provides
members with a Marathon
water heater at a discounted
price for participating in the
load management program.
The cost for water
heaters is $250.
This is a great
value for members. SCEA pays
the cost of the
electrician to wire
the water heater
and radio control. The member
would pay any
costs incurred by
a plumber.
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Join us for South Central Electric’s 2018
Member Energy Tour!
The SCEA energy tour is July 30, 31 & August 1. Members will travel by bus to the
Bismarck, North Dakota area to visit:

• Coal Creek Station – North Dakota’s largest power plant.
• Falkirk Mine – You’ll see the gigantic equipment used to mine lignite coal.
• Riverboat Cruise – Enjoy a pizza dinner as you cruise the Missouri River.
The cost of the tour is $135 per person. The $135 includes bus, two nights at the
hotel, some meals and the riverboat cruise. Seats on the bus will be filled on a firstcome, first-serve basis. A $135 per person deposit must accompany your reservation.
We have 25 seats available as we share a bus with Redwood Electric members. The
final tour schedule will not be available until early July.

Registration coupon for the 2018 Energy Tour
July 30, 31 & August 1
First & last name(s) _________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/zip__________________________________________________________
Location or account #_______________________________________________
Phone #__________________________________________________________
How many are attending?_________
____ Enclosed is my check for $135 per person
Send checks to:
South Central Electric Association
ATTN: Jim Haler
P.O. Box 150
St. James MN 56081
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South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164

E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:
Monday through Friday
May 1 – September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 – April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Brent Imker, Secretary
Mike Miest, Treasurer
Brad Asendorf, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building
at 71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.

Starting May 1
office hours are 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

ONLINE PAYMENT AND BILLING WITH SMARTHUB

Members can now pay their bills on-line with South Central Electric's
new on-line bill payment system; SmartHub. You can even download the
SmartHub app for your mobile device or tablet.

To get started visit our web site southcentralelectric.com and click on the
SmartHub logo. Once you are at the SmartHub site you'll have to sign up
as a first time user by clicking the "New User" link and follow the prompts.
Once you're signed up, you can:
■ Pay your bill immediately with a secure on-line payment.
■ View monthly electric usage and history.
■ Manage account information and track payment
history from mobile devices or the web.
■ Submit meter readings.
■ Receive emails regarding bills.
■ Sign up for automatic payments.
For your mobile device or tablet download the free "SmartHub" app from
the APP Store or Google Play.

