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South Central
Electric Linemen
Receive LIFEguard
on Duty Award
John Smith, Steve Sell and Tanner Smith
received a LIFEguard on Duty award from the Minnesota
Rural Electric Association (MREA). The three earned the
award from the quick actions they took on June 2, 2022
while working in the Bingham Lake area just north of
State Highway 60. Tanner heard a loud noise and turned
to see a RV sliding down the highway. A car and the RV
had collided sending the RV sliding down the highway
on its side. Tanner yelled to Steve to get the pick-up and
began running towards the accident. Upon arriving at the
scene, they used the pickup to block off the area. They
first checked on the woman driving the car, that stated
she was ok. They then turned to the RV to find that two
elderly passengers were trapped inside. Tanner and Steve
used a claw hammer and removed the front windshield
and helped the two out of the RV. John Smith had
arrived just a few minutes after Steve and Tanner. John
directed traffic while Tanner and Steve were working on
the RV. After getting the passengers out of the RV, the
linemen secured the scene and directed traffic until law
enforcement arrived.
All the occupants were treated at the local hospital with
non-life-threatening injuries. Thanks to Tanner, Steve
and John on their quick response to help secure the scene
on a major highway in our area. Tanner and Steve are
both volunteer firemen with the Jeffers fire department.
The safety training that our linemen receive from MREA
and others helps provide them with the ability to assist
others in many different circumstances whether on the
job or near the job site.

South Central Electric linemen John Smith, Steve Sell and
Tanner Smith were awarded a LIFEguard on Duty award for the
quick actions they took involving an accident near their worksite.
Pictured from left to right; Terry Ehli (MREA), John Smith, Steve
Sell and Tanner Smith.

COLE HANSON
JOINS LINE
CREW
Cole Hanson is the newest
member of the St. James line
crew. Cole previously worked
for Highline Construction
as an apprentice lineman
for two years. He grew up
in Hendricks, Minnesota.
Cole currently lives in his
grandparent’s home near
Odin.
Join us in welcoming Cole to
the team.
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Cold weather rule outlines process to avoid
winter disconnection and loss of electricity
The state’s Cold Weather Rule guides utilities on winter disconnections as long as customers follow these
main guidelines.

Residential Customer Notice
An electric cooperative must not disconnect and must reconnect Before disconnecting service to a residential customer between
October 1 and April 30, an electric cooperative must provide:
the utility service of a home between October 1 and April 30
if the disconnection affects the primary heat source for the
1. A notice of the proposed disconnection;
residential unit and all of the following conditions are met:
2. A statement with the customer’s rights and
1. The household income of the customer is at or below
responsibilities;
50 percent of the state median household income.
3. A list of local energy assistance providers;
The electric cooperative may verify income on forms it
4. Forms on which to declare an inability to pay; and
provides or obtain verification of income from the local
energy assistance provider. A customer meets the income
5. A statement explaining available time-payment plans and
requirements of this clause if the customer receives
other options to secure continued utility service.
any public assistance, including energy
assistance that uses an income eligibility
Emergency energy assistance phone numbers
threshold set at or below 50 percent of
Des Moines Valley Health & Human Services (Cottonwood County)................831-1891
the state median household income;
2. A customer enters into and makes
reasonably timely payments under a
payment agreement that considers the
financial resources of the household; and
3. A customer receives referrals to energy
assistance, weatherization, conservation
or other programs likely to reduce the
customer’s energy bills. In addition,
an electric cooperative must, between
August 15 and October 1 of each year,
notify all residential customers of these
provisions.

Des Moines Valley Health & Human Services (Jackson County).....................847-4000
Jackson County Sheriff’s Department...........................................................847-4420
Martin County Human Services.....................................................................238-4757
Martin County Sheriff’s Department..............................................................238-4481
MN Dept. of Energy Services (Ask for fuel assistance)........................1-800-657-3805
Minnesota Valley Action Council.........................................................1-800-767-7139
Brown County........................................................................................354-3138
Martin County........................................................................................238-1663
Watonwan County..................................................................................375-5748
Salvation Army’s Heat Share (Jackson & Martin Co.).....................................238-9797
Watonwan County Human Services...............................................................375-3294
United Community Action Partnership (Jackson & Cottonwood Co.)....1-800-992-1710
If you live in an area that is not listed, call your electric co-op for details.
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FARMFEST 2022
Electric Co-op
Booth Drawings

Thanks for stopping by the Electric Cooperative Booth
at Farmfest. The winners from the drawings are:
Snow Blower – Kevin Root, Meeker Cooperative
Leaf Blower – Connie Mulder, Renville-Sibley Cooperative
Lawn Mower – Pam Peterson, Meeker Cooperative
String Trimmer – Randy Huhnerkoch, Redwood Electric
Chain Saw – Arlyn Minkel, Renville-Sibley Cooperative
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SCEA WATER
HEATER
PROGRAM
SCEA’s peak shave water heater
program provides members
with a Marathon water
heater at a discounted price
for participating in the load
management program.
The cost for water heaters is
$500. This is a great value for
members. SCEA pays the cost of
the electrician to wire the water
heater and radio control. The
member would pay any costs
incurred by a plumber.

ALERT TODAY, ALIVE TOMORROW:
HEADS UP FOR FARM SAFETY

Stay safe around downed power lines. Consider all lines, equipment and
conductors to be live and dangerous.

If you are inside farm machinery
that makes contact with a downed
power line, know what to do!

If you can safely
drive away...

If you can drive safely away from the power source
without bringing down the utility pole and lines, travel
at least 40 ft. before exiting.
If you are unable to drive the machinery due to injury,
obstacles or it is inoperable, do NOT exit. Call for help
and warn anyone nearby NOT to approach.

If you must exit the
machinery...

40 ft. radius
safe distance

If the vehicle is on fire, or you must exit for other safety reasons, follow these steps:
clear of the vehicle. Do not
with feet together and hop
Keep going until you are
for help. Make sure no
Do not re-enter the area or
1. Jump
2. Land
4. Call
let any part of your body or
away in small steps to minimize 3. at least 40 ft. away.
one gets within 40 ft. of the 5. vehicle until emergency
clothes touch the ground and
the machinery at the same time.

the path of electric current and
avoid electric shock.

downed line.

responders and your electric
co-op crews determine it is safe.
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Contact us about
service upgrades,
additions or rebuilds
Are you looking at changes to your
electrical service this summer?
The electric utility industry is not
immune to the supply chain issues.
If you need to upgrade or change
your electrical service with South
Central Electric contact us now.
This will help us plan to have the
materials and equipment we need to
complete your project.

Protect your home
and family with a
Briggs & Stratton home
standby generator

LIFE.

You can be confident that South Central
Electric works hard every day to keep your
IN PEAK DEMAND. lights on. For those times when mother
nature strikes, we still have you covered
with our generator program. You can
purchase a whole home Briggs & Stratton
Fortress generator from South Central
Electric. If you lose power, the generator
automatically takes over. When power
is restored, it automatically shuts down.
Call our office to learn more at Power when you need it without the
(507) 375-3164
hassles of portable or PTO generators.

ONLINE
PAYMENT &
BILLING WITH
SMARTHUB

Pay your bills on-line with
South Central Electric's online bill payment system,
SmartHub. Download the
SmartHub app for your mobile
device or tablet from the APP Store or Google Play.
To get started visit our web site southcentralelectric.
com and click on the SmartHub logo. Once you are at the
SmartHub site you'll have to sign up as a first time user by
clicking the "New User" link and follow the prompts.
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Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
President, Ron Jorgenson
Vice President, Michael Miest
Secretary, Brad Asendorf
Treasurer, Matt Peters
Brent Imker, Director
Mark Sandberg, Director
Bill Kunz, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

www.southcentralelectric.com

