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SOW SEEDS
OF SAFETY

REMEMBER
ELECTRICAL
SAFETY
As you prepare for planting season, don’t forget to plan
for safety. There are many aspects to safety on the farm,
but electrical safety is often overlooked. Keep these
safety tips in mind as you prepare for planting:

TRAIN OTHERS
Planting season is a physically and
mentally draining time for farmers,
and in the rush to get the seed in the
ground, focus on safety can fade to
the background. Overhead power
lines present a life-threatening risk for
those working with large machinery.
It is important to exercise caution and
respect the power of electricity. Safe
Electricity encourages farmers to sow
seeds of safety this season and take
recommended safety precautions.

to making contact. A spotter can see
sagging wires that would not be visible
on a GPS and provide additional
verification that you can pass safely.

Before beginning work in a field, take
time to note the location of power
lines and equipment. Before getting
out of the cab, look up and double
check the area around your machinery
to make sure it is not in contact with
overhead lines. Always be aware of
how close tractors, loaders, antennas,
extended arms, and other equipment
are to electrical lines. Remember to
lower extensions to the lowest setting
when moving loads.

If your equipment does make contact
with a power line, do not leave the
cab. Immediately call 911 to have
the utility notified. Warn others to
stay away, and wait for the utility
crew to cut the power. Never try to
disentangle equipment on your own.

Even if using an auto-guidance system,
stay focused on the location of the
tractor and its equipment while in
the field, and be ready to take action
yourself if necessary. Do not simply
rely on the estimations of a GPS
system, but also consider using a
spotter to alert you if you come close

Your machinery does not have to
touch electrical lines for electrocution
to occur, so keep at least 10 feet
of space between machinery and
overhead lines. Assume that all lines
are energized, and if you come across
a downed pole or wire, never attempt
to move it yourself.

The only reason to exit equipment
that has come into contact with
overhead lines is if the equipment is
on fire, which is very rare. However,
if this is the case, jump off the
equipment with your feet together
and without touching the ground
and vehicle at the same time. Then,
still keeping your feet together, hop
to safety as you leave the area.
For more information on electrical
safety, go to SafeElectricity.org.

Train anyone working on your farm, including
family members and seasonal workers, about
electrical hazards.

SAFETY FIRST
Have daily meetings to review the day’s work
and discuss safety implications. Know and
review where the power lines are, the clearance
required, and the proper position of extensions
as they are transported.

WAIT TO UNFOLD
Remind workers to fold or unfold extensions
well into the field, not close to the field’s edge
where power lines are typically located.

USE A SPOTTER
When working in the vicinity of power lines,
always have a spotter on the ground, who can
direct you away from power lines or poles if
you are getting too close.

DO NOT EXIT YOUR CAB
If your machine or truck makes contact with a
power line, pole, or guy wire, you could become
electricity’s path to ground and become
electrocuted if you step out of the cab.

CALL 9-1-1
Call 9-1-1 to have your electric utility dispatched
to deenergize the power source. Only exit
the cab is if your equipment is on fire. If that
happens, make a solid jump out and hop
away with feet together as far as you can.

For more information:

PLAN AHEAD TO DIG SAFELY
Damaging underground utilities can be costly,
dangerous, and disruptive. Before picking up your
shovel for your next digging project, plan ahead to be
safe or you just might dig up trouble or even tragedy.
Call 811 a few business days before your planned
digging date. Once you have reported where you plan
to dig and what type of work you will complete, the
area will be surveyed and marked for public utilities
within two to three days. This service is free of charge.
If you have any private utilities, you will need to hire a private utility locator. Some
examples of private utilities include: underground sprinkler system, invisible fences,
data communication systems, private water systems, or gas piping to a garage.
Once all marks have been made to indicate the location of underground utilities in
the area, respect the boundaries, and dig carefully. Keep at least 24 inches away from
the utility line markings. It can be helpful to excavate by hand when more control is
needed to maintain this safe distance.
Before starting your digging, Safe Electricity recommends you keep these additional
tips in mind:
n If an area has previously been tested, have it retested. Erosion and natural
processes can lead to shifting in the lines.
n If you hit a line in the process of digging, report it, even if it appears to be
undamaged. Small dents and microscopic damage can lead to major utility
problems.
n Always wear gloves and other protective equipment while digging. Keep a
first aid kit on hand.
Stop work immediately if contact is made with an underground line. Your first
priority should be evacuating the area for safety. Call 911 to notify emergency
personnel and the affected utility. Even small nicks in underground lines can be
expensive, but necessary, to fix.
If you believe it may be an electrical line that was damaged, warn those nearby that
the ground and any nearby equipment may be energized. Individuals should take
precautions to prevent from becoming electricity’s path to ground by remaining
still with both feet together. If the area must be evacuated, keep your feet together
and hop to safety as you leave the area. Do not resume work until the area has been
confirmed safe by your electric utility.
For more information
about digging safety,
visit Call811.com and
SafeElectricity.org.

South Central Electric to distribute
$647,365 in Capital Credits to Members
South Central Electric will be distributing $647,365 to members with patronage
in 1999 and 2000 along with Great River Energy patronage from 1990 to 1993.
Those that earned capital credits and have active accounts will see the capital
credits posted on their March electric usage bill. This would be the bill members
received at the end of April. Members with capital credits exceeding $600 or
who no longer have active accounts will be mailed their capital credits.
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Contact us about
service upgrades,
additions or rebuilds
Are you looking at changes to your
electrical service this summer? The
electric utility industry is not immune
to the supply chain issues. If you need
to upgrade or change your electrical
service with South Central Electric
contact us now. This will help us plan
to have the materials and equipment we
need to complete your project.

SCEA WATER
HEATER
PROGRAM
SCEA’s peak shave water heater
program provides members with
a Marathon water heater at a
discounted price for participating
in the load management
program.
The cost for water
heaters is $500.
This is a great value
for members. SCEA
pays the cost of the
electrician to wire
the water heater and
radio control. The
member would pay
any costs incurred by
a plumber.

South Central Electric

2022 REBATE PROGRAMS
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be made in the name or account of the member.
The program will end when funds are exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications will be
processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office. Rebate applications can be requested by calling the St. James
office or available on line at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details.

Must be an Energy Star® appliance to qualify.
Dehumidifier.......................... $20 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.......... $500 - $800
Ductless Heat Pump............... $500 - $800
Ground Source Heat Pump.... $400/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up....... $30
Managed Electric Heat........... $20/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.
Commercial and Industrial Rebates: Rebates are available
on a custom basis. Rebates will be based on kW reduction on
retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate the project must have
a minimum savings of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs for
new construction. Call SCEA for information on these rebates.
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restoring
Power after Storms
Severe storms are
unfortunate and can
be devastating.
These storms can take
down power lines—
creating a dangerous
situation for all of us,
including the linecrew
working hard to get your
power turned back on.
How long it takes to get
your power restored
depends on the extent of
the storm’s destruction,
the number of outages,
and when it becomes safe
for utility personnel to get
to the damaged areas.

There are many steps in the assessment
and restoration process:

clearing downed power lines

Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ron Horman, General Manager

ensuring public health and safety
facilities are operational

repairing
transmission
lines

Learn more about staying
safe during power outages
and after storms at
SafeElectricity.org.

checking power stations
and transformers

repairing
distribution
lines
getting power restored

to customers within the
various damaged areas

Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

Protect your home
and family with a
Briggs & Stratton home
standby generator

LIFE.

IN PEAK DEMAND.

You can be confident that South Central
Electric works hard every day to keep your
lights on. For those times when mother nature
strikes, we still have you covered with our
generator program. You can purchase a whole
home Briggs & Stratton Fortress generator
from South Central Electric. If you lose power,
the generator automatically takes over. When
power is restored, it automatically shuts down.
Power when you need it without the hassles of
portable or PTO generators.

Call our office to learn more at (507) 375-3164

www.southcentralelectric.com

