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2020 Highlights

2020 was a challenging year for many. South Central Electric
adjusted business practices while continuing to provide members with the service they need.
Energy sales were down 4,305,822 kWh’s from the three-year
average. The year finished below average even though summer
kWh sales were higher than normal with record kWh sales in
June, July and August. Hot summer usage could not offset
the reduction seen over the rest of the year. The decrease in
kWh sales was due mostly to reduced industrial usage and less
electrical usage for grain drying in the fall.
South Central Electric saw 109 less unplanned outages in 2020
than 2019. Unplanned outages are caused by animals, weather,
equipment failure, accidents and unknown causes. Total outages in 2020 increased by 32 when including planned outages
for maintenance and construction compared to 2019.

Ground work was
completed for
the new Jeffers
substation.

The co-op installed 65 new services in 2020. During the year crews removed 33
services. South Central had a total of 5,896 electric services at the end of 2020.
South Central Electric construction and
maintenance projects were not affected
by COVID-19. The cooperative was still
able to complete planned maintenance
and upgrades.
• New three phase line and poles in
Midway and Selma townships. A total
of seven miles of overhead line and poles
were replaced in November and December.
The project included replacing four
A new 7500kVa transformer was
miles of V-phase with 3-phase.
placed in the new Jeffers substation.
• Construction began on the new Jeffers
substation. The new substation is being built next to the current sub.
The upgrade is needed to increase capacity and improve reliability.
• Replaced six miles of overhead line with new underground.
• Replaced approximately 261 rejected poles.

New 3-phase overhead line was installed
in Selma township replacing V-phase.

2020 kWh sales: 223,066,506 | Three year average: 227,276,993
2020 Unplanned outages: 457 | 2019 Unplanned outages: 566
2020 Total outages: 701 | 2019 Total outages: 669
Installed 65 new services | Removed 33 services | Total 5,896 services

Just in case: Be prepared for an outage SCEA Water
Thankfully, lengthy outages do not happen on a regular basis. That does not mean you
should not prepare for them, however.

Safe Electricity and South Central Electric suggest you:
• Have a storm kit ready that includes flashlights, bottled water, non-perishable food,
battery-operated radio, batteries, portable cell phone chargers that are fully charged, hand
sanitizer and first-aid supplies.
• Have alternate plans for refrigerating or accessing medicines and using power-dependent medical devices.
• Find out where your local storm shelters are and have a
plan for getting there if needed and it is safe to do so.

During a power outage:
• Call us to report the power outage. Call our outage
number 888-805-7232.
• Keep freezers and refrigerators closed to preserve food.
• Only use generators outdoors and away from windows
and doors; do not use them in a garage.
• Do not use a gas stove to heat your home.
• Disconnect appliances and electronics to avoid damage
from electrical surges.
• If safe, go to an alternate location for heat or cooling.
• If weather conditions allow, check on neighbors. This
is especially important since cell phone and internet communications may be disrupted
and they may be unable to call for help.
For more information about electrical safety and storm preparation, go to SafeElectricity.org.

Heater Program

SCEA’s peak shave
water heater program
provides members with
a Marathon water heater
at a discounted price for
participating in the load
management program.
The cost for water heaters
is $450. This is a great
value for members. SCEA
pays the
cost of the
electrician to
wire the water
heater and
radio control.
The member
would pay
any costs
incurred by a
plumber.

Protect your home and family
with a Briggs & Stratton home
standby generator

LIFE.

IN PEAK DEMAND.

You can be confident that South Central Electric works
hard every day to keep your lights on. For those times when
mother nature strikes, we still have you covered with our
generator program. You can purchase a whole home Briggs
& Stratton Fortress generator from South Central Electric.
If you lose power, the generator automatically takes over.
When power is restored, it automatically shuts down. Power
when you need it without the hassles of portable or PTO
generators.
Estimated Cost of $7,000 to $10,000 includes the following:
 Briggs & Stratton Fortress Generator with industry
leading 10-year warranty.

 Minnesota winter ready with battery warmer, oil heater
& battery charger.
 Automatic transfer switch.
 Electrician installation.
Generators run on LP or Natural Gas. Estimate does not include costs of gas
installation from your gas provider.

Call our office to learn more. (507) 375-3164
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Local Organizations
Can Apply for Funds
Are you a local organization that helps
improve the lives of the residents of
Watonwan, Cottonwood and Martin
counties? Your organization can apply for
funding from the South Central Electric
Association Trust.

South Central Electric

2 0 2 1 R E B AT E P R O G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be
made in the name or account of the member. The program will end when funds are
exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications
will be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office.
Rebate applications can be requested by calling the St. James office or available on line
at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details.
MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.

Dehumidifier.................................. $20 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $500 - $800
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $500 - $800
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30
Managed Electric Heat................... $20/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.

The South Central Electric Association
Trust distributes funds contributed
by South Central Electric members
through its Operation Round Up®
program. The independent Trust
Board, which consists of South Central
Electric members, evaluates local
funding requests and distributes the
funds. The South Central Electric Trust
has provided over $65,000 to local
organizations and student scholarships
since the program began in 2015.
The Trust Board is seeking applications
for its fall round of funding. Local
organizations that improve the lives
of area seniors, educate, provide
emergency response, community service
and other charitable programs may
be eligible for funds. The deadline for
submitting applications is March 31,
2021. You can download the application
from South Central Electric’s Operation
Round Up page on our website:
www.southcentralelectric.com or call
South Central Electric at 375-3164 to
request an application.

Commercial and Industrial Rebates: Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for information on these rebates.

Construction plans this summer?
Don’t forget about us.
If you are planning a grain handling upgrade, construction or other project that may
require an electric service upgrade don’t forget to contact us. Advanced notice helps
us plan our work to better serve you.

Line Patrol
Line crews will be conducting line
inspections starting around March 1.
You may see crews going slowly down
the road inspecting overhead line.
Crews will be inspecting services and
equipment on members property.

CTV Upgrades
New CTV UHF transmitters were
installed at the Godahl tower the
last week of January and first week
of February. The new transmitters
provide a more robust signal, less
maintenance and energy savings. The
new technology
will not prevent
atmospheric
interference.
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Annual Meeting
March 27 via Teleconference
South Central Electric Association’s annual meeting will take place on
March 27, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. via teleconference.
Due to continued COVID-19 concerns and possible restrictions the
South Central Electric Board decided to hold the meeting
using a call-in option for members.
The election of Directors will take place via mail-in ballot.
Members will receive annual meeting materials
along with Director ballots in the beginning of March.

Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ron Horman, General Manager

As renewable energy expands,
reliability remains paramount

As Minnesota relies more on renewable forms of energy such as wind and solar,
some members are wondering: Will my power stay reliable?
“Our members depend on electricity around the clock, which is why we need
access to diverse power sources at all times,” said Ron Horman, South Central
General Manager.
South Central Electric is a member-owner of Great River Energy. In addition to a
portfolio that includes 10 power plants and hundreds of wind turbines, Great River
Energy is a member of the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO).
MISO coordinates a massive energy market covering 15 states with hundreds of
energy sources connected by thousands of miles of transmission. MISO members
must follow strict rules to
ensure electricity remains
reliable.
“Every electric utility in
MISO must have the capacity
to supply electricity for the
periods of highest demand
— plus reserves in case of
contingencies,” said Great
River Energy Vice President
and Chief Power Supply
Officer Jon Brekke. “Being
a member of MISO benefits
our cooperative members
by providing access to a vast
pool of resources that help
maintain reliability.”
As the electric system evolves
and renewable energy
expands, MISO continues
to update its reliability
requirements. Great River
Energy advocates on behalf
of cooperative members in
MISO’s studies and as the
requirements change.

Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

www.southcentralelectric.com

