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Operation Round Up® Supports
Community Projects

The South Central Electric Association Trust Board met for their Spring meeting
and awarded $12,000 to local organizations and scholarships. The Trust Board
received over $44,000 in requests with only $12,000 in funds to award. Funds are
received by the South Central Electric Trust through the Operation Round Up®
program that rounds up member bills. Funds are used to support local organizations and scholarships. Applications are taken each Fall and Spring.

Organizations receiving
funds this Spring
Butterfield Veterans Memorial
Trimont United Methodist Women
Reinbows of Windom
Cottonwood County Ag Society
Mt. Lake Early Childhood
Westbrook Fire Department
Darfur Fire Department
Lewisville Fire Department
Trimont Fire Department
Jeffers Senior Citizens
Fieldon Rustlers 4-H Fruit Tree Project

$1,200.00
$450.00
$500.00
$2,000.00
$400.00
$500.00
$500.00
$2,000.00
$1,500.00
$1,000.00
$200.00

Butterfield Veterans Memorial
Cottonwood County Ag Society
(Holly Larson, Bailey Turner)

Scholarships
Elizabeth Linscheid, Butterfield
Bethany Byers, Westbrook
Bianca Weis, Jeffers

$500.00
$500.00
$500.00

Jeffers Senior Citizens (Joan Giese,
Bonnie Meier, Elaine Schneider)

Elizabeth Linscheid,
Butterfield

Bethany Byers,
Westbrook

Bianca Weis,
Jeffers

Avoid Overloading
Your Home’s
Electrical
System

To prevent overloading circuits, consider the following tips
offered by Safe Electricity:
• Although tempting, don’t plug too many things in by
using extension cords, power strips and multi-outlet
converters. Overdoing it can overload and overheat a
circuit.
• Be on the lookout for loose connections or damaged or
corroded wires, which can also cause an overload or fire.
• If you continually upgrade your home with more
lighting, appliances, and electronics, your home’s
circuits may not be able to handle the increased load.
• Do not plug in multiple devices or appliances into an
outlet at the same time, exceeding the outlet’s capacity.
Do not use extension cords with major appliances.

We’re often told to not overload our schedules or our plates, but
what about our home’s electrical system? Turns out it is not a good
idea, since doing so can cause damage and put your family at risk.

Consult an electrician if you notice the following:
• Warm or discolored outlets or outlet cover plates
• Flickering, dimming or blinking lights or any other
strange lighting behavior

Overloading the circuits in our home is sometimes not as obvious
as cramming too many events on our calendar or overfilling our ice
cream bowl (although it can be!).

• Items in your home frequently cause a mild shock

An overload simply means that you have too many things running on one or more electrical circuits or pathways in your home
and there is more demand than supply. When this happens, it
can cause a minor inconvenience like damage to an appliance or a
major one like a power outage or a fire.

• Fuses that blow or trip frequently

• Other strange happenings like a burning odor that has
no source or unusual sounds coming from outlets
Do what you can to avoid overloading the circuits in your
home. Although the majority of a home’s electrical system
is out of sight, out of mind, don’t take overload symptoms
lightly and consult an electrician with concerns.

Protect your home and family
with a Briggs & Stratton home
standby generator

LIFE.

IN PEAK DEMAND.

You can be confident that South Central Electric works
hard every day to keep your lights on. For those times when
mother nature strikes, we still have you covered with our
generator program. You can purchase a whole home Briggs
& Stratton Fortress generator from South Central Electric.
If you lose power, the generator automatically takes over.
When power is restored, it automatically shuts down. Power
when you need it without the hassles of portable or PTO
generators.
Estimated Cost of $7,000 to $10,000 includes the following:
 Briggs & Stratton Fortress Generator with industry
leading 10-year warranty.

 Minnesota winter ready with battery warmer, oil heater
& battery charger.
 Automatic transfer switch.
 Electrician installation.
Generators run on LP or Natural Gas. Estimate does not include costs of gas
installation from your gas provider.

Call our office to learn more. (507) 375-3164
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SCEA Water
Heater Program
SCEA’s peak shave water heater
program provides members
with a Marathon water
heater at a discounted price
for participating in the load
management program. The cost
for water heaters is $500. This
is a great value
for members.
SCEA pays
the cost of the
electrician to
wire the water
heater and
radio control.
The member
would pay any
costs incurred
by a plumber.

South Central Electric

2 0 2 1 R E B AT E P R O G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be
made in the name or account of the member. The program will end when funds are
exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications
will be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office.
Rebate applications can be requested by calling the St. James office or available on line
at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details.
MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.

Dehumidifier.................................. $20 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $500 - $800
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $500 - $800
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30
Managed Electric Heat................... $20/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.
Commercial and Industrial Rebates: Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for information on these rebates.

Three Electrifying Kitchen Appliances to Save Time and Energy
Whether your oven and stove top are powered by gas or
electricity, it’s no secret that they consume more energy than
smaller countertop appliances, like slow cookers and toaster
ovens. In addition to efficiency, smaller kitchen appliances can
provide faster cooking times and less hassle with cleanup.
If you’re looking for convenient cooking methods with the
added bonus of energy efficiency, here are three electrifying
appliances for your kitchen:

By Abby Berry

cook everything at once––like a “one-pan” meal, and
the possibilities are endless. From fajitas to sandwiches
to French toast, griddles can help satisfy any taste buds.
They consume small amounts of energy and provide
quick cooking times, so your energy bill will thank you.
Prices and sizes for griddles vary, but you can typically
find one for about $30 at your local retail stores.

3. Pizza brings people together, so why not consider a
pizza maker for your kitchen? These compact, counter1. Air fryers are becoming increasingly popular, and contop machines are an inexpensive alternative to a costly
sumers have a lot of good things to say about these handy
brick oven, and they use less energy than your traditionlittle appliances. Air fryers use convection to circulate hot
al oven. Choose your own fresh ingredients to whip up
air and cook the food––this means
a faster, healthier pizza at home. Plus,
little to no oil is required, resultAir fryers circulate
most pizza makers are multifunctional
ing in healthier meals than those
hot air (convection)
and can be used to cook flatbreads,
from traditional fryers. Air fryers
to cook the food. This
frittatas, quesadillas and more. You can
means little to no oil is
are fairly small, so they won’t take
purchase a pizza maker for about $30 to
required, resulting in
up much of your counter space, and
healthier meals than
$150+ online or at your local retailer.
with everything cooked in the fryer,
cleanup will be a breeze. Air fryers
are available in a variety of sizes, and
prices range from $40 to $200+.

2. Electric griddles have certainly been around for a while,
and they offer several benefits for any home chef (beyond
bacon and eggs!). Griddles are convenient because you can

those from traditional
fryers. Photo Credit:
Hamilton Beach.

These are just a few electrifying appliance options for your kitchen. Remember, when you’re cooking a smaller
meal, countertop appliances can save
time and energy.
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FREE AND EASY WAYS
TO SAVE ENERGY
Here are 10 easy, no-cost ways to save energy this summer:

6.

1.

Unplug that extra fridge,
especially older, inefficient
models (they have to work even
harder in a hot garage)

Close or lower window
coverings during the
heat of the day

2.

7.

3.

8.

4.

9.

Optimize your programmable
thermostat’s features (around
40% of homeowners never
program them)

Set your
thermostat a few
degrees higher

Take cooler
showers (this
feels better in the
summer, anyway)

Check the airflow around
windows and doors (add
weather stripping if needed)

Use countertop
appliances or a
microwave instead
of your oven

Unplug all chargers and
electronics before leaving
the house

5.

10.

SHUT THE FRONT DOOR
(don’t air condition the
outdoors)

Better yet,
grill or smoke
food outdoors

Learn more at:

Always Call
Before You Dig.

www.southcentralelectric.com

One easy call gets your utility lines marked
and helps protect you from injury and expense.
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South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

Statement of Nondiscrimination
South Central Electric Association is a recipient of
federal financial assistance from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA). In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs
are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived
from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not
all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint
filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.)
should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339 Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

