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‘Perfect storm’ leads to rolling blackouts in CA
Midwest energy market maintains sufficient resources for reliability
A persistent, record-breaking heat wave hit
California in August, causing the state’s three
biggest utilities to cut power to hundreds of
thousands of homes and businesses for about
an hour at a time until the emergency declaration ended a few hours later.

tors, and MISO works aggressively with its member utilities
to plan for all load serving needs. In April, MISO projected it
had ample power reserves to meet the 2020 summer system
demand requirements.

These rolling blackouts—the first California experienced in
nearly 20 years—made headlines and sparked questions across
the country, particularly in regions like the Midwest that are
seeing rapid renewable energy growth. Great River Energy and
many of its member-owner cooperatives are receiving the same
question: “Could this happen here?”

“Thanks to outstanding work by our operators and strong collaboration with our members, we have been able to successfully
navigate the changing demands and shifting load shape created
by the pandemic environment,” said Julie Munsell, director
of strategic communications at MISO. “While we have more
challenges with an active hurricane season ahead, we have the
processes and tools in place to ensure power continues to flow
throughout our footprint.”

Some have called the West Coast’s situation a perfect storm:
a widespread heat wave, unexpected plant outages, higher
amounts of non-dispatchable generation, inadequate resource
planning, and changing system needs—all of which contributed to an overreliance on energy imports from other markets
that ultimately wasn’t available.

In addition to energy markets, MISO is also responsible for
overall system reliability and creating “the rules” every utility
in MISO must follow to ensure the grid has enough resources.
As a MISO market participant, Great River Energy must have
enough generating capacity to supply its members’ peak load
needs plus a reserve margin.

Unlike California, most utilities in Minnesota are part of a much
larger and geographically diverse energy market coordinated
by the Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO).
MISO is responsible for transmission planning and generation
dispatch across 15 states and Manitoba, Canada. Great River
Energy has been a MISO market participant since 2005.

“We have a fleet of modern natural gas plants in Minnesota
that provide all-hours reliability,” said Great River Energy
President & CEO David Saggau. “Most of these plants have
on-site backup fuels. We have also built new transmission
across the region to ensure energy can be delivered to our
members. And, in partnership with member-owner cooperatives, we have developed one of the country’s most robust demand response programs which allows us to effectively reduce
electric loads during extreme conditions.”

The generating resources in the MISO energy market reflect a
wide variety of fuel sources, both conventional and renewable.
Rolling blackouts are only used as a last resort by grid opera-

Stay Safe as You Go Over the
River and Through the Woods
This Holiday Season
The winter holiday season is a busy time of year for many of us. Along with putting out decorations and baking cookies, we often spend more time in our cars
than usual: shopping for presents, traveling to family gatherings or attending
holiday events. However, all that time in the car can also mean facing extreme
weather conditions that can make safe driving difficult.
According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, winter weather conditions
such as snow, sleet and slush cause more than 550,000 traffic accidents each year,
leading to approximately 138,000 injuries and 1,700 fatalities.
Along with risk of injury, possible damage to your vehicle, and plain inconvenience, collisions may also involve downed power lines or other electrical hazards.
Unfortunately, when this happens, it adds another very significant danger to the
mix that can cause severe shock, burns or electrocution. Knowing what to do in
this situation can save lives.
If you are in an accident involving a downed power line:
4 Call 9-1-1, and tell the dispatcher a downed power line or other electrical
equipment is involved in a collision. Power company personnel will be dispatched to the scene to deenergize the power.
4 Put your window down and alert others not to approach the scene. They could
be shocked or electrocuted if they walk or run over the energized area or touch
anything that is energized.
4 Never attempt to drive over a power line or through water, snow or other
debris that could be hiding one. There is no way to tell if a power line is energized, even if it is not sparking or buzzing.
4 Do not exit the vehicle UNLESS the vehicle is on fire or you see smoke. The
vehicle acts as an insulator that keeps you safe from stray electricity.
4 If you MUST exit the vehicle, cross your arms across your chest, put your feet
together, and make a clean jump from the vehicle. Then hop with feet together
as far as you can— at least 50 feet away. Once a power line is in contact with
a car or truck, the ground or other objects, it energizes the area. The electrical
current spreads to the vehicle and ground, and it ripples out. Each “ring” of
the ripple represents a different voltage. Stepping from one voltage to the next
can cause your body to become a path for electricity and electrocute you.
4 If a power line is inside the vehicle due to damage or an open window, stay in
the vehicle. DO NOT touch or try to move the wire. DO NOT attempt to
use other objects to move it.
4 If your vehicle collides with a pad-mounted transformer, which houses electrical equipment connected to underground power lines, the same safety precautions apply.
Keep your family safe while on the road this holiday season! For more information about safety around electricity, go to SafeElectricity.org.

KNOW
WHAT
TO DO

if in an Auto Accident
with Power Lines
If the car you are in hits a
utility pole, your vehicle
and the surrounding
area can become
energized.

Even if you do not touch lines
or equipment, you can still be
killed or seriously injured.

1. Do NOT leave the car,
and warn others to stay away.

2. Call 911 to have
the utility notified.

3. Wait until a utility professional
has told you it is safe.
The only reason
to exit the vehicle is

if it’s on fire.
If the car is on fire, jump clear
of the vehicle: with feet together,
and without touching the car and
the ground at the same time.
Continue to hop away
with your feet together
as far as you can.
Learn more at
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SCEA Water
Heater Program

SCEA’s peak shave water
heater program provides
members with a Marathon
water heater at a discounted price for participating
in the load management
program. The cost for water heaters is $450. This is
a great value for members.
SCEA pays
the cost of
the electrician to wire
the water
heater and
radio control.
The member
would pay
any costs
incurred by a
plumber.

South Central Electric

2 0 2 0 R E B AT E P R O G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be
made in the name or account of the member. The program will end when funds are
exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications
will be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office.
Rebate applications can be requested by calling the St. James office or available on line
at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details.
MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.

Dehumidifier.................................. $20 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $500 - $800
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $500 - $800
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30
Managed Electric Heat................... $20/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.
Commercial and Industrial Rebates: Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for information on these rebates.

Update your life-support
member listing with us



For family members or friends with a medical condition electricity is a lifeline for their medical equipment.

____Yes, I’m on life support equipment OR

Your local electric co-op likes to know about any members
who are on life-support equipment, such as:
✦ oxygen concentrators
✦ respirators
✦ home dialysis or
✦ other life-threatening conditions.
Your electric cooperative maintains this list for two reasons.
First, in case of a planned outage where crews will work on the
lines, the co-op tries to inform these members before the outage. Secondly, during an unplanned outage, priority is given to
restore power to these members with such medical equipment.
If you haven’t notified your local electric co-op, please complete
this coupon and return it to us with your next bill payment.
Otherwise, e-mail, fax or mail the information right away. In
addition, if the person with the medical condition moves off the
co-op’s system, no longer needs life support or has passed away,
please inform the co-op so our list stays current.

____ Please remove _____________________
from the co-op’s life support list
Name__________________________________________
Address________________________________________
City/state/zip____________________________________
Phone number___________________________________
Your location number (as found on your electric bill)
______________________________________________
Type of life support equipment or medical condition:
______________________________________________
Battery backup? __ Yes __ No
If yes, how long will the batteries last? ________
Is there a generator on site for backup electricity? __ Yes __ No
Return this coupon to your local electric co-op with your
next bill payment. Otherwise, e-mail, fax or mail it right
away. Thanks! (11/2020)
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Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:

7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

Improvements
coming to CTV
The CTV Board approved the
purchase of new transmitters
to help improve equipment
reliability on all three towers. The
system upgrades will hopefully
be completed by January 1. We’ll
have more information in our
next newsletter.

www.southcentralelectric.com

on Facebook!

