s
n
o
i
t
c
Conne

What’s Inside
Page 2
“New Advocacy
Opportunities”
Page 4
“Generator
Safety”

March 2020

˜

Annual Meeting Notice

˜

South Central Electric Association Annual Meeting
When:
Location:
Lunch:
Meeting:

Saturday, March 28, 2020
Windom Community Center, 1750 Cottonwood Lake Dr., Windom
11:30 am to 12:30 pm
1:00 pm

Join us for your cooperative annual meeting

Lunch will be served from 11:30 to 12:30. The official annual meeting will begin at 1:00 pm. Members will receive their
official registration cards and bylaw changes in the mail before the annual meeting. Please bring your registration card to the
meeting. The annual meeting will consist of the report of Officers, Directors and Committees. There will be an election of
three Directors who are nominated from the floor and elected as per Article III, Section 3 of the Association’s Bylaws.
Up for election are:
District 2 directorship currently held by RON JORGENSON.*
Entertainment, election of three
District 4 directorship currently held by MIKE MIEST.*
directors, presentation of Youth
Tour Awards, Basin Scholarship
District 7 directorship currently held by BILL KUNZ.*
Winner announced and a
chance to win prizes.

DISTRICT 1 - BRENT IMKER
DISTRICT 2 - RON JORGENSON*
DISTRICT 3 - MATT PETERS
DISTRICT 4 - MIKE MIEST*
DISTRICT 5 - MARK SANDBERG
DISTRICT 6 - BRAD ASENDORF
DISTRICT 7 - BILL KUNZ*

New Year Brings New Advocacy Opportunities
When the calendar flips to the new year,
many people set priorities for the coming
months. Whether it is fitness, health or
financial goals, it takes planning and
a concerted effort to achieve results.
When it comes to delivering electricity,
your electric cooperative takes a similar
approach. One area of preparation and
action that comes into focus each year
at this time is South Central Electric’s
legislative advocacy efforts.
Minnesota has a complex electricity
system, with more than 170 electric
utilities, the third-highest total of
any state in the country. The majority of the state’s land area and more
than one-third of the state’s electricity
is delivered by not-for-profit, locally
controlled utilities, many of which are
rural electric cooperatives. With an
overall large and diverse coverage area,
it’s essential for us to be active in the
legislative process.
Telling the cooperative story is vital, particularly when it comes to unique challenges our members face. We advocate
for flexibility so that electric cooperatives can operate efficiently and continue
to provide safe, reliable, and affordable
electricity. Our time-tested participation
has contributed positively to the outcome of the legislative process.
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As the 2020 Regular Session of the Minnesota Legislature convenes on Feb. 11,
we resolve to have a seat at the table
and advocate for policies that are in the
best interests of our members. Government regulation and public policy have
a significant impact on the affordability
and reliability of electricity. Through
our membership in the Minnesota Rural
Electric Association, the state’s electric
cooperatives work together and engage
with legislators. The power of a unified voice is strong, and we want you to
know we’re always committed to working on your behalf.
At the statehouse this year, electric cooperative advocacy efforts will focus on
numerous key issues, including:

• Advocating for cooperatives to be able
to use existing land easements for
broadband;
• Working toward changes in the Minnesota Conservation Improvement
Program that will encourage and
incent the adoption of emerging and
relevant technologies, such as electric
vehicles and water heating;
• Maintaining cost-effective policies for
load control programs;
• Ensuring cybersecurity initiatives protect consumer data particularly when
it comes to our members;

• Protecting members from one-size-fits
approaches through mandates instead
of incentives; co-ops must maintain
their ability to make local decisions
that don’t impose burdensome costs
on members; and
• Balancing the needs for grid reliability, safety and with short- and
long-term decisions related to sources
of power generation.
All these issues are important to the
members of South Central Electric and
our fundamental commitment to provide
you with electricity at the lowest possible
cost consistent with sound management.
Our stance on state, local and federal
legislative policies always centers on supporting electric energy policies that balance safety, reliability, affordability and
environmental sensitivity.
During the legislative session, South Central
Electric’s directors and management
team will join our state’s other electric
cooperatives to spend time at the
Minnesota Capitol discussing these electric
generation, transmission and delivery policy
issues with legislators. We’ll be on the front
lines explaining the cooperative position on
recently introduced bills being considered
so that legislators understand first-hand
how they impact electric rates and
reliability for rural co-op members.

SCEA Water
Heater Program

SCEA’s peak shave water heater
program provides members with a
Marathon water heater at a discounted
price for participating in the load
management program. The cost for
water heaters
is $450. This
is a great value
for members.
SCEA pays
the cost of the
electrician to
wire the water
heater and
radio control.
The member
would pay any
costs incurred
by a plumber.

South Central Electric

2 0 2 0 R E B AT E P R O G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be
made in the name or account of the member. The program will end when funds are
exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications
will be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office.
Rebate applications can be requested by calling the St. James office or available on line
at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details.
MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.

Dehumidifier....................................................$20 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $500 - $800
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $500 - $800
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30
Managed Electric Heat................... $20/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.
Commercial and Industrial Rebates: Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for information on these rebates.

The grid: A complex set of wires, devices and tech
keeping your lights on
When you unplug your phone, you expect it to be fully charged. When you go to flip a switch, you expect the lights to turn on.
And when you press the button on your coffee maker, you expect to smell the sweet aroma as the good stuff begins to pour. But
how does it all work?
Your electric cooperative, South Central Electric, and one of its wholesale power providers, Great River Energy, work together to
ensure your electric devices operate as intended each time you go to use them.
“Together, we keep the electrons flowing from power plants, wind and solar farms so that they reach you just as intended,” Mark
Anderson, Operations Manager said.
A complex set of wires, substations, transformers and switches are interconnected to ensure you have electricity when and where
you need it. High-voltage power lines efficiently carry electrons at a larger and faster rate, so they can flow on distribution lines.
Those electrons then “step down” to smaller voltages at substations eventually reaching your home, farm or business.
Great River Energy owns more than 4,500 miles of such high-voltage power lines and over 100 substations to provide resilient,
reliable electric service.
When planning for new power lines or substations,
Great River Energy engineers look for the most
robust solution at the lowest possible cost. With
new technologies maturing every day, Great River
Energy works with South Central Electric to ensure a resilient grid able to meet growing demand
and address the complexities of integrating renewable resources.
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Safely
Operating
Your
Portable
Generator

When you have lost power,
a generator can provide the
electricity you need to keep
your home warm and power
your appliances. However, if
a generator is not used properly, it may present serious hazards. Safe Electricity
provides tips to on using a portable generator safely.
A portable generator is usually gas powered and is movable. Before putting it
to use, read and follow all manufacturer instructions. Also, check the cords for
damage and ensure that the device is able to handle the wattage or amperage of
the appliances that you plan to use. Your generator should have more output
than the wattage of the electronics you will plug into it. Make sure there is
nothing plugged into the generator when turning it on.
Perform regular maintenance on your generator. It is recommended that a generator
be operated once a month for 10 minutes to ensure it is running properly.
Always make sure that the generator is grounded and used in a dry area. Use a
generator only when necessary during moist conditions. Protect the generator
by operating it under an open, canopy-like structure and on a dry surface where
water cannot form puddles or drain under it.
Never to connect your portable generator to the structure directly. This can
result in potentially deadly backfeed. Backfeed occurs when electricity gets fed
back through the electrical system and meter into the power lines creating a
hazard to line workers and others who may be near downed lines.
Remember to shut down your generator and give it time to cool before
refueling. Always store your fuel away from the generator in an approved, nonglass safety container with a charged fire extinguisher nearby. Never operate
your generator near flame-producing devices, and be sure not to smoke nearby.

Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:
Monday through Friday
May 1 – September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 – April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ron Horman, General Manager

Starting October 1
office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

Never use a portable generator indoors, and remember that opening a window
or door or turning on a fan will not produce enough fresh air to reduce the
danger of carbon monoxide emissions. Never run the generator nearby windows
or doors that can draw the carbon monoxide back indoors. It is a good idea to
clear at least three to four feet on all sides of the generator to allow for ventilation.
Install a battery-operated carbon monoxide detector and test it often, but also
know and be on the lookout for the signs of carbon monoxide inhalation.
Symptoms include dizziness, nausea, headaches, and lethargy. If you suspect that
you or someone you are with is showing these symptoms, get some fresh air and
seek medical attention.
For more information on electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

www.southcentralelectric.com

on Facebook!

