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Electric Cooperatives to Purchase Power from
South Dakota’s Largest Solar Project
South Central Electric is adding solar
power to its generation mix thanks to
a 128 megawatt (MW) solar energy
project that will be constructed near
New Underwood, S.D., and is projected
to be operational by 2022.
On Feb. 18, Geronimo Energy, a
National Grid company, and Basin
Electric Power Cooperative announced
the execution of a Power Purchase
Agreement for the Wild Springs Solar
Project. South Central Electric is a
member of Basin Electric, a wholesale
generation cooperative that provides a
large portion of its power supply. Once
operational, Wild Springs will be the
largest solar project in South Dakota.
It will be located about 20 miles east of
Rapid City in the service area of West
River Electric Association, Inc., which
is a distribution electric cooperative
member of Basin Electric.
“We’re excited that West River’s service
area will be home to the Wild Springs
Solar Project,” said West River Electric
Association CEO/General Manager
Dick Johnson. “This solar energy project
will benefit our cooperative family, as
well as our local communities. As notfor-profit co-ops that are owned by our
members, everything we do goes back to
the people we serve.”
In total, Basin Electric is a not-forprofit wholesale power provider to 141
member cooperative systems in nine
states. In South Dakota, Basin Electric
transmits its power supply to two

generation and transmission (G&T)
cooperatives, Rushmore Electric Power
Cooperative and East River Electric
Power Cooperative. Those two G&T
cooperatives then transmit the power
supply to their respective distribution
cooperatives, with Rushmore Electric
being the G&T provider to West River
Electric. The state’s 28 distribution
co-ops power the homes, farms and
businesses within their service areas.

“For the first time
in its history, Basin
Electric will buy
solar generation on
a large scale to serve
our members. The
board’s decision to
add solar generation to
our resource portfolio
is to continue with
our all-of-the-above
strategy, as well as solar
generation becoming a
more economic energy
source. We are excited
about adding solar to
our already diverse generation mix,” said
Paul Sukut, CEO and General Manager
of Basin Electric Power Cooperative.
South Central Electric is a member
of East River Electric, the G&T that
serves the eastern half of South Dakota
and parts of western Minnesota. In
2019, nearly 38 percent of East River’s
power supply mix came from wind and
hydropower generation. That percent is

projected to increase as new renewable
sources, including the Wild Springs
project, are added to the mix. South
Central Electric also offers a Renewable
Energy Credit (REC) program through
which its member-owners can purchase
RECs to offset their current energy
usage with 100 percent renewable
energy and showcase their support for
current and future renewable projects.

“Our cooperative network is always
looking to ensure we have a mix of
power resources to meet the needs of our
membership and renewable energy is an
important part of that strategy,” said East
River Electric General Manager Tom
Boyko. “This project with Geronimo
Energy is an important strategic step
as we look to the future in continuing
Continued on page 2…

Brady Nickel Wins Hunstad Memorial Scholarship
Brady Nickel of Mt. Lake was the
2020 winner of the South Central
Electric Daron Hunstad Memorial
$500 scholarship. Brady is a
student in the Powerline Program
at Minnesota West - Jackson.
South Central Electric started the
scholarship in memory of Daron
Hunstad, a meter Foreman at the
cooperative. Daron was a graduate of
the Powerline program in Jackson.

Sow Seeds of Safety

Planting season is a physically and mentally draining time for
farmers, and in the rush to get the seed in the ground, focus on
safety can fade to the background. Overhead power lines present a life-threatening risk for those working with large machinery. It is important to exercise caution and respect the power of
electricity. Safe Electricity encourages farmers to sow seeds of
safety this season and take recommended safety precautions.
Before beginning work in a field, take time to note the location
of power lines and equipment. Before getting out of the cab,
look up and double check the area around your machinery to
make sure it is not in contact with overhead lines. Always be
aware of how close tractors, loaders, antennas, extended arms,
and other equipment are to electrical lines. Remember to lower
extensions to the lowest setting when moving loads.

ery and overhead lines. Assume that all lines are energized, and if
you come across a downed pole or wire, never attempt to move
it yourself.
If your equipment does make contact with a power line, do not
leave the cab. Immediately call 911 to have the utility notified.
Warn others to
stay away, and
wait for the utility crew to cut
the power. Never
try to disentangle
equipment on
your own.

The only reason
Even if using an auto-guidance system, stay focused on the loca- to exit equipment that has
tion of the tractor and its equipment while in the field, and be
come into conready to take action yourself if necessary. Do not simply rely on
the estimations of a GPS system, but also consider using a spotter tact with overhead lines is if the equipment is on fire, which is
very rare. However, if this is the case, jump off the equipment
to alert you if you come close to making contact. A spotter can
see sagging wires that would not be visible on a GPS and provide with your feet together and without touching the ground and
vehicle at the same time. Then, still keeping your feet together,
additional verification that you can pass safely.
Your machinery does not have to touch electrical lines for electro- hop to safety as you leave the area.
cution to occur, so keep at least 10 feet of space between machin- For more information on electrical safety, go to SafeElectricity.org.

Solar Project…continued
our strong history of providing safe,
affordable and reliable power.”
The Wild Springs project has been
supported by local and state community
members and will bring significant
economic benefits to the local area.
Current estimations for the project’s
economic benefits total over $17 million
throughout the first 20 years of
operation, including positive impacts
in new tax revenue, construction jobs,
new full-time jobs, and charitable funds
through the project’s Education Fund.
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The Wild Springs Education Fund alone
will offer approximately $500,000 in
donations to the local school districts
connected to the project above and
beyond all tax revenue and local
spending benefits.
“Historically, there has been a
misconception that solar in the northern
regions of the United States wasn’t
feasible,” stated David Reamer, President
for Geronimo Energy. “Both Geronimo
and Basin Electric recognized that the
addition of solar to its overall generation

fleet not only offers customers a clean,
economic option for their electricity, but
it also diversifies a utility’s portfolio.”
Geronimo’s South Dakota operating
project portfolio includes the recently
completed Crocker Wind Farm, a 200
MW wind project located in Clark
County, South Dakota. Geronimo also
successfully developed the operational
Pierre Solar Project, a joint effort with the
City of Pierre and Missouri River Energy
Services, located on City property in
Hughes County, South Dakota.

SCEA Water
Heater Program

SCEA’s peak shave water heater
program provides members with a
Marathon water heater at a discounted
price for participating in the load
management program. The cost for
water heaters
is $450. This
is a great value
for members.
SCEA pays
the cost of the
electrician to
wire the water
heater and
radio control.
The member
would pay any
costs incurred
by a plumber.

South Central Electric

2 0 2 0 R E B AT E P R O G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be
made in the name or account of the member. The program will end when funds are
exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications
will be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office.
Rebate applications can be requested by calling the St. James office or available on line
at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details.
MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.

Dehumidifier................................... $20 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $500 - $800
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $500 - $800
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30
Managed Electric Heat................... $20/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.
Commercial and Industrial Rebates: Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for information on these rebates.

Join us for South Central Electric’s 2020 Member Energy Tour
The SCEA energy tour is July 27, 28 & 29. Members will travel by bus to the Bismarck, North Dakota area to visit:

• Antelope Valley Station – A 450 megawatt

• Garrison Dam – The fifth largest

•

•

coal fired power plant.
Freedom Mine – See the gigantic equipment
used to mine lignite coal.

earthen dam in the world.
Riverboat Cruise – Enjoy a pizza dinner
as you cruise the Missouri River.

The cost of the tour is $150 per person. The $150 includes bus, two nights hotel, some meals and riverboat cruise. Seats on
the bus fill on the first-come, first-serve basis. A $150 per person deposit must accompany your reservation. We have 23 seats
available as we share a bus with Redwood Electric. Because we’ve had a waiting list the last couple of years, members that have
been on the tour in the last three years will be placed on a waiting list, to allow those that have not gone an opportunity. The
final tour schedule will be available in early July.
FREEDOM
MINE
GARRIS
ON
DAM

Registration coupon for the 2020 Energy Tour July 27, 28 & 29
First & last name(s) ___________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________
City/zip____________________________________________________________________
Location or account #_________________________________________________________

ANTELOPE
VALLEY
STATION

T
RIVERBOA
E
IS
U
R
C

Phone #____________________________________________________________________
Send checks to:
How many are attending?_________
____ Enclosed is my check for $150 per person

South Central Electric Association
ATTN: Jim Haler
P.O. Box 150
St. James MN 56081
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Smart Management. Smart Life.
SmartHub
Life is fast, and it can be hectic, but it doesn’t
all have to be complicated. Paying your South
Central Electric bill shouldn’t be a complex
task, and with our SmartHub web and mobile
app, it won’t be.
You may have heard about SmartHub, our
innovative tool for account management, but what can it do for you? SmartHub can
help you take control of your South Central Electric account like never before, giving
you more time to focus on other responsibilities.
SmartHub has several features that make managing your account as easy as possible.
Whether through the web, or your smartphone or tablet (Android or iOS), you’ll
be able to pay your bill, view your
usage, contact customer service and
get the latest news.
As soon as you log in, you’ll be
able to view your billing history
and make a payment with just a
couple of clicks…or taps, if you’re
using the app. You’ll be able to see
your current bill, along with bills
from the previous month or even
the previous summer, if you want
to compare costs. Not only will
you see your billing history, but
you’ll be able to view your actual
use. You can see how your use is
trending over time, which will
allow you to take steps to lower
your bill.
Making payments through
SmartHub is fast and easy. The
first time you make a payment
either through the web or through
your mobile device, you’ll be able
to securely store your payment information for future transactions.
The next time you need to pay
your bill, it will only take a couple
of clicks.
Access SmartHub by visiting our
South Central Electric website
(www.southcentralelectric.com) or
by downloading the app on your mobile device through the Apple App Store (iOS
devices) or Google Play Marketplace (Android devices).
Plenty of things in life are complicated. Manage your South Central Electric account
simply, quickly and easily with SmartHub.

Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:
Monday through Friday
May 1 – September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 – April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ron Horman, General Manager

Starting May 1
office hours are 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building at
71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.
Please see our website for a
summary of the board meetings.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

www.southcentralelectric.com

on Facebook!

