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South Central Electric Holds 82nd Annual Meeting
South Central Electric Association held its 82nd annual meeting
on March 30 in St. James.
South Central Electric Board President Mark Sandberg addressed
the members summarizing 2018’s accomplishments. Sandberg
stated the cooperative continues to make system improvements each
year to maintain reliability. He noted the reduction in line crew
overtime since implementing the system improvements. In 2019
new advanced metering infrastructure will be installed helping the
co-op gain efficiencies. The new system will also bring an end to
members reporting monthly meter readings.
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The 2018 Washington
D.C. Youth Tour winner,
Nancy Sanchez of St. James,
gave members an enthusiastic summary of her trip to
Annelise Regier of Mt. Lake (middle) was announced as the 2019
Washington D.C. last June.
Washington D.C. Youth Tour winner. She won a free trip to Washington
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Directors from left to right are Brent Imker, Matt Peters, Mike Miest,
Youth Tour. Annelise Regier
Bill Kunz, Ron Jorgenson, Mark Sandberg and Brad Asendorf.
of Mt. Lake is the 2019
youth tour winner. The second-place winner was Samuel Dammann of Sanborn, and third
place went to Anika Fast of Bingham Lake.
Julianna Pederson of Westbrook was
the 2019 $1,000 Basin Scholarship
winner. Julianna is a Pre-Medicine
student at South Dakota State
University.

Brent Imker of Lamberton and Matt Peters of Windom were re-elected as directors. They
will serve as directors for a three-year term. The directors held their re-organization meeting immediately following the annual meeting. Mark Sandberg was elected President,
Ron Jorgenson of Jeffers Vice President, Michael Miest of St. James Secretary and Brad
Asendorf of St. James Treasurer.

Think Safety

The planting, projects and severe weather season has arrived in Minnesota. We’re all filled
with the excitement of getting out in the fresh air and putting ourselves to task after months
of winter hibernation. Before rushing in, slow down and take a look around. If you’re a farmer
anxious to hit the fields beware of overhead powerlines, poles and cabinets containing
underground powerlines. Are you planning a new garden, out building or building a new
home? Remember there could be hidden dangers underground. Before putting a shovel
in the ground call 811 to locate any utilities. The warmer weather brings the risk of severe
thunderstorms. If you see downed powerlines stay away and call 911 if they are a hazard to the
public. If lines are down on your property, again stay away and call South Central Electric. Learn
more about electrical safety in the additional articles.

Plant Seeds of
Caution around
Power Lines

As farmers make plans to return to their fields
for spring planting, Safe Electricity urges farm
workers to be particularly alert to the dangers of
working near overhead power lines. Operating
large equipment near these lines is one of the
often overlooked, yet potentially deadly, hazards
of working on a farm.
Start by making sure everyone knows to
maintain a minimum 10-foot clearance from
power lines. “The minimum 10 foot distance
is a 360-degree rule—below, to the side,
and above lines,” says Molly Hall, executive
director of the Energy Education Council’s Safe
Electricity program. “It can be difficult to estimate distance,
and sometimes a power line is closer than it looks. A spotter
or someone with a broader view can help.”
Be aware of increased height when loading and transporting
tractors on trailer beds. Many tractors are now equipped
with radios and communications systems that have very tall
antennas extending from the cab that could make contact
with power lines. Avoid raising the arms of planters or
cultivators or raising truck beds near power lines, and never
attempt to raise or move a power line to clear a path.
Simply coming too close to a power line while working is
dangerous as electricity can arc or “jump” to conducting
material or objects, such as a ladder, pole, or truck.
Remember, non-metallic materials such as lumber,
tree limbs, tires, ropes, and hay will conduct electricity
depending on dampness, dust, and dirt contamination.
When guy wires (a grounded wire used to stabilize utility
poles) are broken, these normally neutral wires can be
anything but harmless. If you hit a guy wire and break it,
call the utility to fix it. Do not do it yourself. When dealing
with electrical poles and wires, always call the electric utility.
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“If your equipment
does come into
contact with
power lines, stay
in the cab and
call for help,”
explains Hall. “If
the power line is
energized and you
step outside, your
body becomes
the path to the
ground. Even if a
line has landed on
the ground, there
is still potential for the area to be energized. Warn others
who may be nearby to stay away and wait until the electric
utility arrives.”
“If leaving the cab is necessary, as in the case of fire, the proper
action is to jump—not step—with both feet together, hitting
the ground at the same time,” Hall advises. “Do not allow any
part of your body to touch the equipment and the ground at
the same time. Hop to safety, keeping both feet together as

you leave the area.” Once you get away from the equipment,
never attempt to get back on or even touch the equipment
before the power has been shut off.
Managers should make sure full-time and seasonal workers
are educated on these safety precautions, and danger areas
need to be thoroughly identified and labeled. Designate preplanned routes that avoid hazard areas.
Farmers may want to consider moving or burying power
lines around buildings or busy pathways. If planning a new
out building or farm structure, contact your power supplier
for information on minimum safe clearances from overhead
and underground power lines. Call the local utility company
to measure line height—no one should attempt this on their
own without professional assistance.
For more electrical safety information, visit SafeElectricity.org.

During storm season,
stay clear of downed
power lines
During severe weather, such as tornados, straight-line winds
and hail, it’s important to be aware of your surroundings, and
stay away from downed powerlines.
If you see a downed power line, there are a few things to keep
in mind.
• Stay away from it and call 911 to report it immediately.
There is no way to tell if a power line is energized just by
looking at it. Always assume it can carry currents strong
enough to kill.
• Never drive over a downed power line if it is blocking your
driveway or road. Call 911 to report it and find another
route.
• If a power line falls on your car or otherwise contacts your
vehicle, stay in your vehicle. Use your cell phone to call
911 and wait for help to arrive.
• If you must exit your vehicle,
jump with both feet out of the
car and shuffle a safe distance.
When severe weather causes widespread damage, sometimes outages
can be extended. South Central
Electric works hard to restore your
power quickly and safely, first removing any threats to public safety,
then following established priorities
for making repairs that will restore
the most members first.
To watch videos about how your
power is restored, how to prepare
an emergency kit, how to keep food
fresh and more, visit greatriverenergy.com/restoringyourpower.
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South Central Electric Trust
Supports Communities

Official monthly newsletter

The South Central Electric Association Trust awarded $8,000
in funding to community organizations. South Central
Electric received applications
requesting over $14,000 in
funding from their Operation
Round Up® program. The Trust
Board reviewed applications and
awarded funds to the Madelia
Fire Department, Trimont United
Methodist Women, Kindred
Cares for Foster Families, United
Community Action Head Start,
Reinbows Reads, Truman Sorority,
and Westbrook Area Volunteers.
Jeff Halvorson, SCE Trust Director, hands Bill
Ryan Blomgren of Mt. Lake,
Crowley, 2nd Assistant Chief and Ryan Visher,
Molly Piotter of Jeffers and
Madelia Fire Chief, a check for $3,000 for the
Madelia Fire Department to purchase scene safety
Zachary Schmitz of St. James each
equipment.
won a $500 scholarship.

71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164
Outages: (888) 805-7232
E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com

Office hours:
Monday through Friday
May 1 – September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 – April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Mike Miest, Secretary
Brad Asendorf, Treasurer
Brent Imker, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building
at 71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.

Join us for South Central Electric’s
2019 Member Energy Tour

Starting May 1
office hours are 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The SCEA energy tour is July 29, 30, & 31. Members will travel by bus to the
Bismarck, North Dakota area to visit:

Statement of Nondiscrimination
South Central Electric Association is a recipient of
federal financial assistance from the U.S.

• Antelope Valley Station – A 450 megawatt coal fired power plant.
• Freedom Mine – See the gigantic equipment used to mine lignite coal.
• Garrison Dam – The fifth largest earthen dam in the world.
• Riverboat Cruise – Enjoy a pizza dinner as you cruise the Missouri River.

The cost of the tour is $150 per person. The $150 includes bus, two nights hotel,
some meals and riverboat cruise. Seats on the bus fill on the first-come, first-serve
basis. A $150 per person deposit must accompany your reservation. We have 25 seats
available as we share a bus with Redwood Electric. Because we’ve had a waiting list the
last couple of years, members that have been on the tour in the last three years will be
placed on a waiting list, to allow those that have not gone an opportunity. The final
tour schedule will be available in early July.

Registration coupon for the 2019 Energy Tour July 29, 30 & 31
First & last name(s) _________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City/zip__________________________________________________________
Location or account #_______________________________________________
Phone #__________________________________________________________
How many are attending?_________
____ Enclosed is my check for $150 per person
Send checks to:
South Central Electric Association
ATTN: Jim Haler
P.O. Box 150
St. James MN 56081

South Central Electric

Department of Agriculture (USDA). In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs
are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived
from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not
all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint
filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.)
should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339 Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
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(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
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(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

