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South Central Electric Association Trust Supports Local Projects
The South Central Electric Association
Trust awarded over $12,000 in funding to
community organizations. South Central
Electric received applications requesting
over $42,000 in funding. With many
requests and limited funds, not all applicants are able to receive money. The Trust
Board awarded funds to the Mt. Lake Fire
Department and Ambulance Service, St.
James Youth Softball Association, House
of Hope - Fairmont, Godahl Recreation
Association and the St. James Dog Park.
Funding comes from South Central
Electric’s Operation Round Up® program. The program rounds up members bills to the nearest dollar with
the difference going to the Trust. The
Trust Board, made up of South Central
Electric members, oversees the funds and
awards the grants to area organizations.
Applications from area organizations are
reviewed in the spring and fall of each
year. Since beginning the program in
2015 the South Central Electric Association Trust has awarded over $38,000 in
grants and scholarships.

Dave Watkins (left) and Tim Janzen (right) received checks for the Mt. Lake Fire Department
and Ambulance Service. The South Central Electric Association Trust awarded the group $4,700
for new fire equipment and radios.

South Central Electric Annual Meeting
Saturday, March 24, 2018
St. James High School
Beef Dinner Served 11:15 a.m. to 12:30
Annual Business Meeting starts at 1:00 p.m.

Attention Students and Parents!

Sophomores and Juniors Win a free trip to Washington D.C.
Area sophomores and juniors have an opportunity to win an allexpenses paid trip to Washington D.C. Students will travel with
others from around Minnesota and the country as they visit the
sites in and around our nation’s capital. Over 1,500 delegates
from electric cooperatives around the country visited Washington D.C. in 2017. The students visited with their congressional
representatives, toured famous museums and made memories
and friends that will last a lifetime.
Don’t miss this opportunity to make lifetime memories.
1. To enter the contest the student must live within the South
Central Electric service area or attend one of the following
schools: Butterfield/Odin, Comfrey, Madelia, Martin County
West, Mt. Lake, Red Rock Central, St. James, Truman,
Windom Area or Westbrook.
2. Each contestant must submit a contest application form and
an essay on the following topic: “How are electric cooperatives
different from other electric utilities?”
3. Applications are due at our St. James office by March 16, 2018 and
the applicant must complete a personal interview on March 21, 2018.
Seniors and College Students
$1,000 Scholarship Available to SCEA Member Dependents
Application Deadline is February 9, 2018
South Central Electric is honored to partner with Basin Electric to award a
$1,000 scholarship to a dependent of a South Central Electric member. The
scholarship is available to high school seniors and college students enrolled fulltime in an accredited two or four year college, university or vocational/technical
school working on an undergraduate or master’s degree.
These applicants are also eligible for scholarships through
South Central Electric’s Operation Round Up® program.
The scholarship deadline is February 9, 2018.
Applications can be obtained at our St. James office, on
our web site www.southcentralelectric.com or by calling
507-375-3164.

Prizes
1st All-expense paid trip to Washington D.C.
June 9-14, 2018.
(No substitute prize if unable to make the trip.)
nd
2 $150 cash award and will serve as first alternate.
3rd $100 cash award and will serve as second alternate.
Contest rules and application forms are available at
our St. James office, on our web site www.southcentralelectric.com or by calling 507-375-3164.
Learn more at the national Youth Tour website:
http://youthtour.coop or check out the Minnesota
Youth Tours Facebook page Minnesota Rural Electric Association Washington D.C. Youth Tour.

ONLINE PAYMENT AND BILLING WITH SMARTHUB

Members can now pay their bills on-line with South Central Electric's
new on-line bill payment system; SmartHub. You can even download the
SmartHub app for your mobile device or tablet.

To get started visit our web site southcentralelectric.com and click on the
SmartHub logo. Once you are at the SmartHub site you'll have to sign up
as a first time user by clicking the "New User" link and follow the prompts.
Once you're signed up, you can:
■ Pay your bill immediately with a secure on-line payment.
■ View monthly electric usage and history.
■ Manage account information and track payment
history from mobile devices or the web.
■ Submit meter readings.
■ Receive emails regarding bills.
■ Sign up for automatic payments.
For your mobile device or tablet download the free "SmartHub" app from
the APP Store or Google Play.
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SCEA Water
Heater Program
on Facebook!

Cogeneration Notice

In compliance with South Central Electric Association’s (SCEA) adopted
rules relating to cogeneration and small power production. SCEA is obligated
to interconnect with and purchase electricity from cogenerators and small
power producers, whom satisfy the conditions as a qualifying facility. SCEA
is obligated to provide information free of charge to all interested members
upon request regarding rates and interconnection requirements. All interconnections require an application and approval to become a qualifying facility.
Any dispute over interconnections, sales, and purchases are subject to resolution by the Cooperative. Interested members should contact South Central
Electric Association, 71176 Tiell Dr. (P.O. Box 150), St. James, MN 56081,
507-375-3164

SCEA’s peak shave water
heater program provides members with a Marathon water
heater at a discounted price for
participating in the load management program.
The cost for water
heaters is $250.
This is a great
value for members. SCEA pays
the cost of the
electrician to wire
the water heater
and radio control. The member
would pay any
costs incurred by a
plumber.

South Central Electric

2 0 1 8 R E BAT E P RO G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be made in the name or account of the member.
The program will end when funds are exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications will
be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office. Rebate applications can be requested by calling the
St. James office or available on line at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details, MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.
Electric Clothes Dryer......................................................$25 Credit applied to the energy bill
Dehumidifier....................................................................$15 Credit applied to the energy bill
Purchase new Refrigerator and recycle old refrigerator......$75 Credit applied to the energy bill
Purchase new Freezer and recycle old freezer.....................$75 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps:................. $400.00
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $400.00
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400.00/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30.00
Managed Electric Heat................... $20.00/kw
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.

Commercial and Industrial Rebates:
Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on
retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings
of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for
information on these rebates.
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Stay Safe on Winter Roads
Winter months can bring snow, ice, and windy conditions, which create additional
hazards for drivers. Should an accident occur, it is important to be prepared. Automobile crashes always present danger, but when electricity is involved, the decisions made in the moments after the accident are especially crucial. Safe Electricity
provides tips to help prepare drivers to stay safe on winter roads.
Perform regular maintenance on your car to check that batteries are charged, tires have
sufficient tread, and windshield wipers are in working order. In case of an emergency,
pack a kit that includes blankets, flares, a
flashlight, and a window scraper. If you are
stranded in your car after an accident, watch
for signs of frostbite or hypothermia. Do not
stay in one position for too long, stay awake,
and do not overexert yourself as this could
put strain on your heart.
if in an Auto Accident

KNOW
WHAT
TO DO

Due to the potential for a winter storm to
bring down power lines, individuals should
only venture outside if absolutely necessary.
Slow down when driving in icy conditions,
and always keep your eyes on the road
to look out for hazardous conditions or
downed power lines. Also watch for debris
near down poles and lines, as it may be
energized as well.
If you see a car in an accident with a power
pole, your first instinct may be to rush
toward the vehicle to offer help. Always
remember to keep your distance from the
vehicle and all electrical equipment that has
been damaged. Instruct those in the car to
stay inside until the power has been shut off.
If you must exit the vehicle because it is on
fire, jump clear of it with your feet together
and without touching the vehicle and
ground at the same time. Keeping your feet
together, shuffle or “bunny hop” to safety.
Doing this will ensure that you will not
have different strengths of electric current
running from one foot to another.
Keep in mind that a downed line does not
need to be sparking to be energized. It is
best to assume all low and downed lines are
energized and dangerous.
Never drive over a downed line because
that could pull down the pole and other
equipment, causing additional hazards.
If you see a downed line, do not get out
of your car. The safest place is inside the
vehicle. Contact 911 to have the utility
notified immediately.
For more information on electrical safety,
visit SafeElectricity.org.

with Power Lines
If the car you are in hits a
utility pole, your vehicle
and the surrounding
area can become
energized.

Even if you do not touch lines
or equipment, you can still be
killed or seriously injured.

1. Do NOT leave the car,
and warn others to stay away.

2. Call 911 to have
the utility notified.

3. Wait until a utility professional
has told you it is safe.
The only reason
to exit the vehicle is

if it’s on fire.
If the car is on fire, jump clear
of the vehicle: with feet together,
and without touching the car and
the ground at the same time.
Continue to hop away
with your feet together
as far as you can.
Learn more at

Official monthly newsletter

South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164

E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:
Monday through Friday
May 1 – September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 – April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Brent Imker, Secretary
Mike Miest, Treasurer
Brad Asendorf, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building
at 71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.

Starting October 1
office hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Statement of Nondiscrimination
South Central Electric Association is a recipient of
federal financial assistance from the U.S.

Department of Agriculture (USDA). In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs
are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived
from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not
all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint
filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means
of communication for program information (e.g.,
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language,
etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339 Additionally, program information may
be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
AD-3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office
or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

