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Is an Electric Vehicle
Right for You?

The economics of electric vehicles are affected
by geography, climate and how your electricity is
generated.
By Paul Wesslund
Should your next car be an electric vehicle? The answer could depend
on where you live.
Electric vehicles account for just 1.2 percent of the U.S. vehicle market,
but sales are booming, growing 25 percent last year. And they’re getting
better and cheaper as researchers improve the batteries that power them.
Here’s a guide to help you decide if an electric car is for you—or if you
just want to be smarter about one of the next big things in energy.
The first thing to realize about electric cars is they can drive more than
enough miles for you on a single charge, even if you live out in the wideopen countryside.

Location issue #1: the distance myth

Try keeping track of your actual daily use, advises Brian Sloboda, a program
and product manager at the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.
“If you’re an insurance salesman, you’re logging a lot of miles, so an
electric car’s not going to be for you,” he says, noting that a typical
range for an electric car today is over 100 miles, and ranges of 150 to
250 miles are becoming common. “But if you look at how many miles
you drive in a day, for most people in the United States, even in rural
areas, that number is under 40 miles per day. So if your car has a range
of 120 miles, that’s a lot of wiggle room.”
According to the Federal Highway Administration, the average American
drives 25 miles a day, and for rural areas, that average is 34 miles a day.
Sloboda says another reason it’s worth thinking realistically about your
daily mileage comes from the most likely way an electric car would be
refueled. When an electric car is done driving for the day, you can plug
it in to recharge overnight. Essentially, you’re topping off the gas tank
while you sleep, giving you a fully-charged battery every morning.
There are three ways to charge an electric car:
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Is an Electric Vehicle Right for You? Continued from page 1…
Level 1—The simplest charging technique
is to plug the car into a standard home
outlet. That will charge the battery at a rate
that will add from two to five miles to its
range each hour. That’s pretty slow, but
Sloboda notes the battery might start the
charging session already partly charged,
depending on how far it’s driven that day.

“These cars are really in the luxury and
performance car categories,” says Sloboda.
As electric cars improve, projections put
their cost coming down to match conventional vehicles by about the year 2025. But
today, the average electric car costs close to
$40,000, compared with less than $30,000
for an internal combustion engine.

Level 2—Faster charging will require
a professional installer to upgrade the
home’s voltage for a unit that will add
between 10 and 25 miles of range for
each hour of charging—a rate that
would fully charge the battery overnight. Sloboda says installing a Level 2
charger in a house or garage would run
$500 to $800 for the equipment, plus
at least that much for the labor. Timers
can also be used to charge the vehicle
in the middle of the night when electric
consumption is typically lower.

Location issues #3 and #4:
environment and geography

Level 3—DC fast charge requires specialized equipment more suited to public
charging stations, and will bring a car
battery up to 80 percent of capacity in
30 minutes. Sloboda warns this highspeed technique should only be used for
special long-distance driving, since it can
degrade the battery over time. That’s
also why DC chargers shouldn’t be used
to bring the battery up to 100 percent.

Location issue #2:
off-peak electric rates

What you pay to charge your electric car
could also depend on where you live,
says Sloboda. He advises checking to see
whether your local electric co-op offers
a lower rate to charge an electric vehicle
overnight, when the utility has a lower
demand for electricity.
“It’s different depending on where you
are in the country,” says Sloboda. Some
local co-ops have fairly stable electric
demand throughout a typical day, so
they may not offer a special electric
vehicle rate. He adds, “There are ares of
the country where the on-peak, off-peak
difference in price is extreme,” so that it
might make financial sense for the utility
to offer an overnight charging rate.
Another factor affecting the economics
of an electric car is, of course, the cost of
the vehicle.
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For many people, one of the biggest selling points for electric cars is their effect
on the environment, and that can also
depend on where you live.
The sources of electricity for a local utility
vary across the country—some areas depend heavily on coal-fired power plants,
others use larger shares of solar or wind
energy. One major environmental group
analyzed all those local electric utility fuel
mixes, and determined that for most of
the country, electric vehicles have much
less of an effect on the environment than
conventional vehicles. That study by the
Union of Concerned Scientists shows
that in the middle part of the country,
driving an electric vehicle has the equivalent environmental benefits of driving
a gasoline-powered car that gets 41-50
miles per gallon. For much of the rest of
the country, it’s like driving a car that gets
well over 50 miles per gallon.
“Seventy-five percent of people now live
in places where driving on electricity is
cleaner than a 50 MPG gasoline car,”
says the report from the Union of Concerned Scientists.
Other local factors that will affect an
electric car’s performance include climate
and geography, says Sloboda. The range
of the vehicle will be affected by whether
you regularly drive up and down mountains, or make a lot of use of the heater
or air conditioner.
Sloboda concedes that electric vehicles
are not for everybody—yet. One limit to
their growth is that no major carmaker
offers an especially popular choice, a
pickup truck.
Sloboda says there’s no technological
barrier to making an electric pickup.
He even suggests possible advantages: a

heavy battery
in the bottom
would lower
the center of
gravity for better handling,
and at a remote worksite
the battery
could run
power tools.
“Within the next 24 months I believe
there will be a credible pickup truck on
the market,” says Sloboda. “It’s just a
matter of time.”
Paul Wesslund writes on consumer and
cooperative affairs for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association, the
national trade association representing
more than 900 local electric cooperatives.

100% Renewable
Option Available
South Central Electric’s REC
(renewable energy credit) program
allows members the choice of 100%
renewable energy. By participating
members will have their entire electric
usage for the year offset by renewable
energy credits. Participating members
only pay a small additional charge each
month of $.001/kWh. On a monthly
bill with 1,000 kWh’s of usage that’s
only $1.00.
South Central Electric will purchase
and retire renewable energy credits
(REC’s) each year to offset participating members electric usage on their
behalf. REC’s are closed under South
Central Electric’s renewable program.
Members don’t need to install or track
anything. Once you sign up for the
program South Central Electric will do
the rest. Interested contact our office
or visit our website for more information. The 100% renewable program
is listed under the membership tab on
our website; southcentralelectric.com.

South Central Electric

2 0 1 8 R E BAT E P RO G R A M S
Recipient must be a South Central Electric member. Any checks or credits will be made in the name or account of the member.
The program will end when funds are exhausted; additional rebates may be added at a later date. The completed applications will
be processed on a first come first served basis as they are received in our office. Rebate applications can be requested by calling the
St. James office or available on line at www.southcentralelectric.com.
Appliance Rebates: Please see rebate applications for details, MUST BE AN ENERGY STAR® APPLIANCE TO QUALIFY.
Electric Clothes Dryer......................................................$25 Credit applied to the energy bill
Dehumidifier....................................................................$15 Credit applied to the energy bill
Purchase new Refrigerator and recycle old refrigerator......$75 Credit applied to the energy bill
Purchase new Freezer and recycle old freezer.....................$75 Credit applied to the energy bill
Air Source Heat Pumps.................. $400.00
Ductless Heat Pump...................... $400.00
Ground Source Heat Pump............ $400.00/ton
Air Conditioner Tune Up............... $30.00
Managed Electric Heat................... $20.00/kW
Radio controlled, qualifies for discount of $.031/kWh
on system usage. Stored or dual fuel heat.
Heat pumps are not eligible for this program.

Commercial and Industrial Rebates:
Rebates are available on a custom basis.
Rebates will be based on kW reduction on
retrofit projects. To be eligible for a rebate
the project must have a minimum savings
of 1kW. We do not have rebate programs
for new construction. Call SCEA for
information on these rebates.

Great River Energy Sets 50% Renewable by 2030 Goal
Great River Energy, one of South Central
Electric’s wholesale power suppliers, has
established a company goal to supply
its member-owner cooperatives with
energy that is 50 percent from renewable
resources by 2030.
“Great River Energy has already met Minnesota’s 25 percent renewable energy standard, eight years ahead of requirements.
We continue to evolve our power supply
portfolio, delivering even more renewable
energy to our member-owner cooperatives to help them remain competitive in a
changing market,” said Great River Energy
President and Chief Executive Officer David
Saggau. “We look forward to meeting this
goal for the benefit of our members while
maintaining strong system reliability.”
The goals also established interim renewable
energy targets for Great River Energy of 30
percent by 2020 and 40 percent by 2025.
This renewable energy goal comes at a
time when home- and business-owners
are increasingly interested in having more
renewables in their energy supplies. Increasing renewables can present advantages to
cooperatives for attracting and retaining
business as well as meeting the expectations
of members who value renewable energy.
“I applaud the leadership and strategic
vision that this announcement by Great
River Energy represents. Consumers of all
kinds-companies, cities, governments and
households-are asking for more renew-

able energy and competing for their loyalty
and selling them more electricity for more
uses will increasingly hinge on it being as
clean and close to zero-carbon as it can be,”
said Rolf Nordstrom, president and chief executive officer of the Great Plains Institute.
“Less carbon, more electricity – that’s the
future for smart utilities.”
Mounting research suggests that electrifying certain parts of the economy – using
electric technologies to replace the use of
fossil fuels – is necessary to achieve ambitious carbon emissions reduction goals
worldwide.
This is often referred to as beneficial or
efficient electrification within the utility
industry.
“We at the Center for Energy and Environment applaud Great River Energy’s announcement to have 50 percent of their electricity
be generated by renewable resources by
2030. This commitment is another example
of their long tradition as a national leader on
utility innovation,” said Mike Bull, director
of policy and external affairs at the Center
for Energy and Environment. “As a memberowned generation and transmission cooperative, Great River Energy exists to serve the

interests of its member-owners and adding
more low-cost renewable energy clearly
serves those interests.”
Great River Energy has spent more than a
decade positioning its portfolio, lowering
costs and reducing dependence on coal as
a fuel source, while improving the overall
flexibility of its generation portfolio.
These measures have resulted in a 35
percent reduction in Great River Energy’s
carbon dioxide emissions since 2005.
Great River Energy has exited two contracts for coal-based electricity in recent
years and in 2017 retired a North Dakota
power plant owned by the cooperative.
Improvements at Great River Energy’s Coal
Creek Station power plant have reduced
the plant’s emissions of sulfur dioxide and
mercury by up to 40 percent, nitrogen
oxides by 20 percent and carbon dioxide by
4 percent in recent years, while operational
adjustments allow the plant to ramp down
production when market conditions warrant.
Great River Energy’s renewable portfolio
currently includes 468 megawatts (MW) of
wind energy, 200 MW of hydropower, 4
MW of solar and 30 MW of biomass. Great
River Energy has announced plans for an
additional 300 megawatts of favorably
priced wind energy by 2020.
“Renewable energy, particularly wind, is
currently our lowest-cost option for new
generation resources,” Saggau said.
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South Central Electric Hosts Meeting with
Community Leaders to talk Rural Electric
Economic Development (REED)

South Central and Redwood Electric hosted a meeting promoting the newly joined
Rural Electric Economic Development (REED) Fund at the Windom Community
Center. The meeting was an opportunity for area economic development leaders,
bankers and city, regional and state agency staff to learn more about REED. The electric cooperatives joined REED earlier this year. “This was an important step towards
informing our community leaders about what assistance REED has to offer our local
communities.” stated Jim Haler, South Central Electric Member Services Manager.
Linda Salmonson, REED Economic Development Manager, presented an overview of
REED and took questions from attendees. “Speaking with attendees after the meeting
the impression was very positive. They were excited about the depth of lending REED
can help with” explained Haler.
Rural Electric Economic Development, Inc. (REED) is a nonprofit corporation governed by 25 electric cooperatives, providing financing in all or parts of 63 counties in
South Dakota and western Minnesota. REED partners with numerous financial institutions, regional loan funds and government programs to develop financing packages
that help create and expand businesses and employment opportunities, sustain and expand health care and education, as
well as develop and support community facilities, services and
infrastructure and rental housing.
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South Central Electric
71176 Tiell Dr., PO Box 150
St. James, MN 56081-0150
(507) 375-3164

E-mail address:
sce@southcentralelectric.com
Web:
www.southcentralelectric.com
Office hours:
Monday through Friday
May 1 – September 30: 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
October 1 – April 30: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Ron Horman, General Manager
Board of Directors
Mark Sandberg, President
Ron Jorgenson, Vice President
Brent Imker, Secretary
Mike Miest, Treasurer
Brad Asendorf, Director
William Kunz, Director
Matt Peters, Director
The Board meets the fourth Tuesday of the
month at South Central Electric’s building
at 71176 Tiell Dr., St. James, MN.

Starting May 1
office hours are 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.
If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint
of discrimination, complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992
to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the
form. Send your completed complaint form or letter
to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by
fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@
usda.gov.

Linda Salmonson, REED Economic Development Manager, discusses economic development
funding options REED can provide with local and regional leaders.

on Facebook!
Visit us along with other
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives, at Farmfest 2018 and
enter for chance to win one of six grill giveaways!

Visit us at the
Cottonwood County Fair
August 15th through the 18th
and register for a chance
to win a $25 bill credit.

FARMFEST 2018 • AUGUST 7 - AUGUST 9 • REDWOOD FALLS, MN
Bring this coupon to Booth #2301
NAME ____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________
PHONE # ___________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________
You must be a member one of the participating electric cooperatives to be eligible to win.

